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April 11,2006

Lee Sirn
Division of Water Rights
t594 West North Temple,
Suite 220
P.O. Box 146300
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114€300
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Torrey I rriga'tion Company
P.O. Box 9
Torrey, Utah 84775
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Dear Mr. Sim:

we received your notice requiring a lockable headgate on the Torrey rlanal at the
Peden Cut. We request an extension for a reasonable amount of time: so that we can
properly complete the projecL

The water was put in the canal on April 2. Your notice arrived April 7 and gave us a
deadline of May 6, 2006. lt is extremely short notic€ and as a practic;al matter, it is
impossible for us to design and install such a device in that small anrount of time.
Even more importantly, we cannot turn the water out of the canat at'this time of year.
Not only would it adversely impact our stockholders, other water useirs divert their
water from the canal and would not be able to inigate.

Additional time is necqssary for us to hire an engineer to adequately' design such a
slotem. We rnust also determine the cost and obtain the funds. We l:herefore,
request an eKension for a reasonable amount of Ume. Prior to the rrext irrigation
season would be preferable. lt is presently possible to measure the vuater and we
guarantee that it will not be necqssary to lock the headgate.

An eKremely critical tadtor is the danger of cloudbursts and flash flor:ds. The river
rises, and in addition, water and mud pour into the canal from the N,t,renkopi clilffs that
border the canal for several miles. lf the device was locked, the exprrnsive houses
near the canal would be flooded. Even worse, the southern paft of Tbrrey itself woutd
be flooded. Many houses and businesses are built very close to the eanal and would
be ruined. Each surnmer during the monsoon season when cloudbursts are comrnon,
the Torrey Canal water master has to very quickly go to the peden Cut and turn the
water into the river. lf the gate was locked, there woutd not be enoug:h time to catl and
wait forthe River Commissioner to come to unlock the gate. Even aJsuming we are
able to reach her and she is in Bict<nell, much damage frould be done befJre slne
could drive to Torrey.. Torrey lrrigation Company doei have insuranc,:, but it would not
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be enou$h to cover the millions of dollars in damage. Such an event would bankrupt
Torrey lrrigation Company.

Several issues are present with the existence of a lockable gate. pnluious river
cornmissioners have been aware of those issues and have waived lre requirement ofthe lockabte device.

Frequently, willows and debris caused by beavers back up the canal and we have tobe careful to sluice the diversion in suffitient time to freuent the caflal from floodingor breaching. Damage is done if there is flooding, 
"nd 

u canal brear:h is a great
expense.

respectfully ask that you recpnsiderr the
ast, we asl< for an extens ion of timer until
ith the law and to cooperate with your

however think that our r<xquests are
consideration. Thank you very much.

Verytrulyyours,

@rrri-rlp&ce--
Phil Pace
President
Torrey lrrigation Company

cc:Kirk Forbush, Regonal Engineer
Rebecca Taft, Water Commissioner
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